
SPRING/AUTUMN LUNCHES
Our Autumn 2013 Get-Together was held in late 
September when 48 members attended Fort 
Nelson, at the top of Portsdown Hill.  Our Chairman, 
Louisa Fairhall, was invited to fire the traditional 
cannon at 13:00, which was followed by lunch in the 
museum.  Members and guests were then treated 
to a presentation on the history of the buildings and 
museum, with an opportunity to explore the many 
exhibits during the afternoon for those that could 
spare the time to stay.  An enjoyable time was had 
by all, complemented by some excellent weather 
and good food. 

Steve Cripps of NatWest Bank is in the process of 
arranging our Spring 2014 function, which will be on 
Friday 16 May.  Please put the date in your diaries 
(further details to follow).

Graeme in Ethiopia.

FEET FIRST FOR LEGAL EAGLE FEAT
One of our members, Fareham-based Solicitor 
Graeme Quar, endured altitude sickness on a 
trekking adventure in Ethiopia, from which Graeme 
raised £3,500 for an African charity that lifts the 
rural poor out of poverty.  Graeme was among 17 
participants who spent eight days walking up to 12 
hours a day in the Simien Mountains, known as the 
‘Grand Canyon of Africa’ with peaks of up to 4,500 
metres (just under 15,000 feet).  In total, Graeme’s 
group raised £40,000 for the ‘Send a Cow’ charity in 
their November adventure.

The charity provides livestock to impoverished 
families in Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Rwanda, 
Uganda and Zambia, helping them improve farming 
techniques to become self-sufficient and generate 
income from surplus food.

Fort Nelson.

Graeme said “I am grateful to everyone who gave so generously.  The £3,500 I have raised to date is enough to 
buy a new farmyard, a dairy cow (which provides milk and soil restoring manure) and a sheep!”.  For the record, 
Graeme funded all the costs of travelling, including flight out of his own pocket.  It is not too late to donate, and 
anyone wishing to support Graeme and this worthwhile charity can click on: www.justgiving.com/trekgraeme.
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PAST CHAIRMEN’S LUNCH
Our traditional Past Chairmen’s lunch was held in 
December at The Royal Naval Club, Old Portsmouth 
and was well attended by many of our past 
Chairmen.

Those attending this year were:
Gary Jefferies, Barry King, Stuart Mitchell, John 
Bannell, Roy Pine, Mike Swinburne, Noel Hobbs, 
Louisa Fairhall, Graham Fairhall, Steve Sprake, Peter 
Powell, Jon King and Neil Hawkins.

RETIREMENT
After a long and distinguished career in the city, 
local solicitor Dudley Hopkins is retiring on 7th 
February.

A farewell drink (or two) has been organised for 
Dudley by John Blake of Warner Goodman and 
all are welcome to attend at The Jolly Sailor on 
Southsea Seafront from 5;45 on Friday 7th.

As John put it; 

“Dudley Hopkins will have added something to the 
day of many a member of the PPA”.

 So please turn out if you can to give Dudley the send 
off he deserves to a long and happy retirement.

Further details are available from John Blake, 
johnblake@warnergoodman.co.uk 

ANY NEWS?

Have you got a story or some news that you think may be of interest to fellow PPA members?

Perhaps an event or charity fundraiser that you or your firm are undertaking?

Stories need to be of general interest and strictly non commercial, but if you’ve got something we’d be delighted 
to hear.

Please email details to the newsletter editor, Rob Marchant, robert@cliveemson.co.uk 

FANCY A MINGLE?
In an effort to provide a further networking 
opportunity for members, PPA Committee member 
Tom Holloway of Holloway Illife & Mitchell began 
organising what he called a Mid-Month Mingle as a 
vehicle for a casual networking catch-up for those 
members that wish to attend and, after a slow start, 
the idea seems to be catching on with increasing 
attendances at each subsequent event.  Tom has 
reported comments from many of the attendees 
that the Mid-Month Mingle was a great way to 
catch up and exchange stories with professionals 
that we do not normally come into contact with on 
a daily basis.

In 2014 the Mingles will be quarterly and will be held 
on the following dates:

Friday 28 March
Friday 27 June
Friday 26 September

FUTURE EVENTS
Your committee are always on the look out for thoughts and ideas on new events to lay on for members.
If you have any ideas, for either professional, social or networking events, we’d be very pleased to hear from 
you.

Please call our Secretary Neil Hawkins at Chandler Hawkins on 02392 820420 or neil@chandlerhawkins.co.uk 



Quiz winners: Les Quizerables.

NATWEST BEST
Congratulations to the team from NatWest Bank 
(Les Quizerables) who won the PPA Quiz at Fratton 
Park in November.  16 teams from member firms took 
part in what was an enjoyable evening sponsored 
by Vice Chairman, Danny Smith of ADN Financial 
Solutions Ltd.

The evening made a small profit which will go to 
Chairman Louisa Fairhall’s chosen charity, the 
Ocean Youth Trust.

A mention in dispatches to our runners up, Quiz Tina 
and third place Glanvilles Aces.

ANNUAL DINNER REMINDER
The 2014 Annual Dinner will be held at a new venue this year in the Victory Suite, 
Fratton Park.

Our guest speaker is Steve Claridge who hails from Titchfield and who enjoyed a 
fabulous football career with the likes of Leicester, Milwall and Pompey.  Steve is 
now a well known TV and radio pundit on BBC television and Radio 5 Live.

FINAL DATE FOR BOOKINGS: Wednesday, 12th February
CONTACT Robert Marchant for tickets
Tel: 0845 600 1265.
Email: robert@cliveemson.co.uk

Steve Claridge.

PPA SUPPORT ROCKY APPEAL
Anybody familiar with the Queen Alexandra 
Hospital may have noticed the Boats of Bounty  
board which is situated on the ground floor opposite 
the Costa Coffee outlet.  Boats on the board have 
been purchased by individuals, companies and 
organisations in support of the Rocky Appeal which 
is attempting to raise funds towards the latest 
scanning and robotic surgery equipment for the 
hospital.  

On behalf of members, your 
Committee has purchased a 
Boat of Bounty (picture) and 
made a donation to this very 
worthwhile cause, which we 
are sure that our members 
would feel is very worthy of our 
support.

Boats of Bounty.

Annual Charity Dinner ticket.



THE NEWS BUSINESS AWARDS
The News business awards were held on the 31st January 2014 at the prestigious Portsmouth Guildhall. A formal 
dinner was followed by the awards ceremony itself where the PPA sponsored ‘Team of the Year’ award was 
presented to DCS Group. DCS offers a full facilities management service, from cleaning services, security 
services as well as full business support.

Daniel Smith presented the award on behalf of the Association, who were well represented at the event and 
we received very good publicity on the night, following on the coverage received over the past few months in 
The News.  From the Association’s point of view it was also good to see members up for awards themselves in 
various categories.

PPA PROPERTY CONFERENCE
The 5th PPA Annual Property Conference plans are now well advanced, which is being organised by PPA 
committee member John Blake of Warner Goodman.  This year’s event will be held at the Langstone 
Technology Park on Wednesday, 12th  March 2014, with registration from 8:30pm and the Conference 
starting promptly at 9:00pm.  Further information and a booking form will be circulated shortly once final 
arrangements have been made.

We have returned to the same venue in 2014 in light of the splendid hospitality offered by Fassett and the 
marvellous facility they provide, including ample parking, a fantastic conference hall and lovely buffet.  

Confirmed speakers so far include: 

Dr Oonagh McDonald who has prepared an independent report on behalf of the RICS in respect of the UK 
valuation sector.  The Oonah Report impacts on lenders, valuers, insurers and lawyers.  The RICS have also 
promised to cram in some discussion on other current relevant topics during their slot.

Radian Housing are set to address the Conference, telling us of their latest initiatives in the market and how 
they will impact upon us and how lending initiatives, such as ‘Help to Buy’ are progressing.

We have managed to secure the services of the local Trading Standards’ Manager who will address us on 
consumer protection and trading standards as they apply to estate agents.  We very much hope that PPA 
estate agents will attend, as this will be valuable information for them.

We have our usual financial update from ADN, and Luc Algar from Coffin Mew will update us on commercial 
property law.

Alan Cuffley and his colleagues at Portsmouth City Council are again contributing greatly and will be giving 
us an update on such topics as additional licensing for letting properties, and an update under the title 
‘Portsmouth on the Rise’ will cover local developments, such as the Northern Quarter, Tipner and The Hard.  
Jeremy Matthews from www.ukesurveys.com will give a presentation on EPC’s and Fire Regulations.

Hopefully, we will be able to provide something for everyone, with all our speakers being given short 25 minute 
bite-size chunks.  All speakers have indicated that they will be able to stay on through the coffee breaks and 
buffet to answer questions.

Not only is this event educational, attractiing CPD points, it is also a very good networking opportunity.  Please 
make every effort to reward John for all of his hard work and efforts in organising the conference by showing 
your face on the day!

Further details will be circulated shortly.  In the meantime, further information is available from John Blake at 
johnblake@warnergoodman.co.uk



OCEAN YOUTH TRUST (SOUTH)
Our Chairman Louisa Fairhall has chosen Ocean Youth Trust 
(South) as her charity to support in her year in the chair.

Proceeds from our annual charity dinner and auction will go to 
the charity, along with the proceeds from our quiz night.

Details of the work done by the charity are below. If any of our 
members feel able to offer support to OYT in any other way 
then we are sure they will be delighted to hear from you. 

Ocean Youth Trust South is a charity which uses Adventure Under Sail as a personal development opportunity 
for young people aged 12-25 from a wide variety of backgrounds. We work with young carers; children who 
have been bullied, bereaved or victims of crime, abuse or neglect; young people excluded from school; 
families affected by drug or alcohol abuse; individuals with physical or learning difficulties;  young people not 
in education, employment or training; and many more who simply have few opportunities, limited horizons and 
low aspirations. 

We take them to sea as active crew members in our 72-foot sailing vessel, John Laing, away from problems at 
home or at school, using the voyage to develop confidence, teamworking, coping with unfamiliar situations and 
much more. Those who share the same problems can make friends and reduce their sense of social isolation. 
Others who struggle at school may excel at practical, active learning – earning a real qualification and raising 
their self-esteem.

Ellesha, aged 14, wrote about her voyage: “I was completely dreading going on the John Laing, I didn’t know 
what to expect...I was so worried that everything would go wrong and it would be my fault and everyone 
would shout at me...I truly can’t put into words how much I enjoyed myself, I will never forget it. The crew were 
amazing, they were so welcoming and they didn’t shout they explained and it was quite easy once they 
explained... My best part was steering the boat...I learnt so much about sailing and about myself. I feel so much 
happier since I came off the boat, my confidence is so much better and I don’t worry far as much as I used to 
about doing activities outside of school with people I hardly know. When I left it was hard I just wanted to stay, 
I was so close to crying.”

Please help Ocean Youth Trust South offer more places to young people like Ellesha.

Support us on www.oytsouth.org.

Ocean Youth Trust South – giving young people the skills to succeed in life.

Ocean Youth Trust South is a company registered in England and Wales with limited liability.
Company No. 3898084. Charity No. 1079959. 



All of these photos and many more are available in Ron Brown’s excellent book, Cinemas & Theatres of 

Portsmouth from Old Photographs, which is available at offices of The News and all good book stores.

Cinema Quiz Time
Can you answer the questions below regarding some of the old cinemas from our region?

This splendid building disappeared in 1983 to be replaced by a 
McDonalds!  Where did it stand?

Photo 1

Photo 3b

Built in 1937 as The Odeon this cinema 
became The Salon in 1977 and sadly 
closed in 1983. It occupied a landmark 
spot in Southsea, but where?

Photo 3a

Photo 4b

The splendid Apollo cinema shown in the 
1920’s and after a revamp in 1946 was 
sited on a major road in the city - but 
where?

Photo 4a

Photo 2

Opened in 1936 with a showing of Captain Blood and closed 
in 1987 after a screening of A Passage to India, where did this 
cinema stand? 

ANSWERS:

1. West Street, Fareham  3. Corner of Albert Road and Festing Grove - now a school field
2. East Street, Havant  4. Albert Road - now Keys Court


